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reached and greater improvement in the method of the schools
was made in the instruction in this subject than in any other.
Great attention was paid to drawing, of which subject writ-
ing formed a part. In both writing and drawing the child,
starting with a mastery of simple elements, straight lines,
angles, curves, by slow processes of combinations through
thorough exercises, was led to a real mastery of these arts
through the synthetic process, and not by mere imitation.
In fact, all mere memory and purely imitative processes
were theoretically at least to be eliminated from the school
in favor of this training in " intuitive " or vitalized obser-
vation.
In the language studies similar advances were made, though
with the usual accompanying errors. The old method of
letter spelling and reading was replaced by the phonetic and
syllabic method. Great effort was put forth to reduce this to
its simplest form, with much greater success, from the nature
of the languages, in German than in French and in English.
Nevertheless, the endless and meaningless repetition of ele-
mental syllables, " ab, ib, ob, lib," etc., that formerly con-
stituted so large a part of spelling and reading books, was
sanctioned by Pestalozzi's methods. A notable feature was
the use of objects as the basis of language lessons in
all their phases in substitution for the purely meaningless
drill in words which were beyond the understanding or in-
terest of the child.
The methods of geography were similarly transformed, at
least in theory; though here, as in other subjects, many schools
yet await the arrival of the century-old reform. The school
yard or the village was to furnish the simple elements of this
subject and these were to be combined and expanded, step by
step, until the structure of the whole earth and its relation to
man were developed from the simple elements. Geography
was made the basis of, or at least closely connected with.,
instruction in nature studies (natural history) and agriculture,